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The sunbeams lingered on the crest 

Of mountain peaks that spanned this west, 

And rays of gold and crimson gleamed 

Like searchlights from afar they streamed. 

The creek flows on its winding way 

Where roving sheep and cattle stray, 

Amid the corn fields waving green 

The settler’s rural home is seen. 

Where fruit trees shed a cooling shade 

The garden plots were neatly made 

And honeysuckle’s scented blooms 

With fragrance filled the panelled rooms. 

The settlers wife with loving care 

Had reared her grown-up children here; 

Her sturdy sons with bushland pride 

Could plough & shear and dauntless ride. 

The youngest son was mother’s joy - 

She called him “Mother’s Baby Boy”; 

He smiled—for he was six feet high - 

Then kissed her cheek and made reply. 

“A baby once but now a man, 

Between the two how small the span; 

A few short years it seems to be  

Since I was rocked on mother’s knee.” 

By rocky mount and shady glen 

The call “To Arms!” rang out again, 

And wiry bushmen—browned and tall— 

In haste responded to the call. 

From the blue gum creeks and plains 

spread wide, 

From rocky spurs where stockmen ride, 

From mining camps with virgin gold, 

They joined the ranks and were enrolled. 

From grazing runs and farms they came, 

To fight for England’s honoured name, 

Enlisting at the Empire’s bid, 

As known of old their fathers did. 

And Willie—Mother’s boy—was brave 

To help the Flag of Freedom wave, 

And so he cast aside the shears 

And joined the Empire’s volunteers. 

But soon there came the parting dread  

With sad farewells the tears were shed, 

The farmer’s home was dull that day 

When Willie, mounted, rode away. 

One day a letter came from Will, 

The mother sat and read until 

Each welcome page was dim’d with tears 

That came with mingled hopes and fears. 

Her soldier boy of travels wrote, 

And pictured scenes in lands remote, 

From Egypt’s sandy land afar  

His love shone like the morning star. 

“Goodbye dear Mother, do not fret, 

Old England’s flag is waving yet; 

Our Empire calls, to fight we go, 

Resolved to die or crush the foe.” 

A soft smile lit that mother’s face, 

She rose from off her resting place, 

The letter in her bosom lay, 

And then we heard her softly say”. 

“God shield my soldier boy I pray, 

And send him back with Peace some 

day” 

She said as quiv’ring lips grew white; 

“God guard them at the front to-night.” 

Bright verse from Copeton 
 

The following verses, written by Alfred Pike of Copeton appeared 

in a recent issue of ‘The Soldier’, a paper published in Sydney in 

the interests of Australian soldiers the verses were described by 

the editor as “sweetly, smoothly and sympathetically” written, 

with which statement we are in accord. Mr Pike’s lines run …. 

Private Cecil Butler (rear), Gunner Reg 
McMahon (front), soldiers left & right 

unknown 



 

 

This month is our AGM and the start of another financial 
year. I would like thank all of our volunteers for their help and 
support and the work they do to make us successful. The 
school volunteers, the ‘boys’ who look after maintenance, the 

weekend roster volunteers, our 
committee and our new volun-
teers, you are our best assets and 
all contribute to the team, thank 
you.  
The Burragorang Reunion earlier 
this month was well attended with 
some new faces. The Truckies Re-

union next weekend, May 2nd has generated a 
lot of interest gearing up to be a successful 
day. Preston McIntosh and Sheila Strahan who entertained us 
with Music & Memories on 2014 seniors day, have music ses-
sions in the Drill Hall each Saturday attracting a following and 
entertaining the visitors.  
The steering committee for the WWI /Her War displays have 
been busy consolidating ideas and objects to start on the cab-
inets to be completed for the opening on 8th November. 
Eddie Donohoe, the donor of our Burragorang display photo-
graph, passed away last week. A larger than life character, he 
will be greatly missed and our thoughts are with his family.  

            by Trish Hill 

Looking over the past year, I don’t seem to have done very 
much to report on!! However behind the scenes a lot has been 
happening. Betty Villy’s book on the women of Wollondilly in 
the First World War which will lead into the new exhibition, 
Her War, has been steadily underway. New stories come to 
light all the time and loose ends, such as photos and 
verifications of dates etc have to be followed up. At the same 
time Ray Gill has been following the stories of the servicemen 
from Burragorang Valley and local districts. I have been linking 
the stories to objects in our collection in order to create an 
exhibition in the Faces & Places building and the fabulous new 
cabinet in the Drill Hall. A museum is all about its collection 
after all, and that is why we requested and received funding 
from Arts NSW and the Department of Veterans Affairs. The 
RAHS have also provided funding for Betty’s book so we are 
indeed fortunate, but need to be responsible with what we do 
with it! 

 A survey of the objects in our collection currently reveal we 
are strong in memorials and certificates and photographs and 
beautiful cards and badges, but we do not have appropriate 
memorabilia of uniform or printed matter and War Chest 
items. (I did consider putting both exhibitions in the Drill Hall 
but there would not be room for all the large framed 
certificates and memorials and the story boards and photos 
plus the items already earmarked for HER WAR).  So I am 
particularly grateful to the offer of some of our members for 
the loan and donation of several items with which we can now 
create good content in the displays. 

You will now start to see changes to the present displays; the 
first change will be to the Lavercombe cases which will be 
adapted to include the Littlewood collection, thus re-locating 
the latter from the Threads exhibition. THREADS will then be 
gradually taken down and replaced with HER WAR. 

I would like to emphasise to all readers that now is the time 
to include any examples of WW1 which you would like to 
share, eg  nurses’, Red Cross or War Chest memories and/or 
memorabilia-knitted items, shirts for soldiers etc, sheepskin 

jackets. Does anyone have a military overcoat 
and knows who wore it?  

Examples of the effects on families of when the men returned 
home. Can you remember your grandmother and 
grandfather’s stories? Was he badly wounded? How did his 
family cope? We have a story from one family of an eldest 
daughter who had to devote her life from teenage years to 
caring for her young brothers and sisters and father because 
of the deaths of her eldest brother and mother due to the war 
and the flu which followed the soldiers’ return. These are 
some of the effects of war which are not often told. 

What was happening while the men were away? Did their 
wives have to cope with bushfires, floods and lack of men to 
help on their farms, like a local Thirlmere family did? How did 
they cope in Burragorang?  Does anyone have a Welcome 
Home banner made by their family? 

HORSES:  Since many men took their horses 
with them, are there any photos and stories 
of these horses? I can remember all the 
horses we had on my father’s farm and my 
grandfather’s so I am sure someone would 
remember some of the horses which left our 
district to be sacrificed on the fields of battle. 

Some of the items in the display have been 
loaned by local people who were not living here at the time of 
the first World War – but they are still relevant and have 
significance to their families here today. 

We have planning meetings on the morning before the 
Business Meetings – usually the third Friday—and we 
welcome ideas. We are working on the program for the 
opening ceremony and day on November 8th at the moment 
and so far have agreed on the format of three musical pieces 
from Picton harmony, four poems to be read and chosen by 
Jan Moppett, Aileen Davis, plus 2 to be decided; plus four 
reading from local war postcards, letters and war diaries from 
4 school captains from Cawdor, Mount Hunter, Oakdale and 
The Oaks. Any ideas welcome!  

                  by Doreen Lyon 



 

 

        by Sue Davis Family Historian/Archivist 

FAMILY HISTORY AND RESEARCH 2014-2015: 
We continue to take many of our research enquiries 
through emails and some also come though our new web-
site. This means people from afar can ask questions and 
sometimes gain immediate answers. Some then make a 
decision to organise a special visit to the centre on a 
weekend or as part of a holiday excursion. Enquiries have 
been steady each month with some people researching in 
person and coming back several times. Some researchers 
have become members so they have access to our news-
letter and can see if any activities our society organises 
may be of use to their family history research. The new 
Family History Research form and General Research En-
quiry form enable us to more easily help those research-
ers who have an ongoing need for assistance in finding 
their information. 
From May, 2014 to April 2015 we have supported 37 for-
mal research enquiries. 
Thank you to volunteers who have assisted over the last 
year, including Vivian Allen (our very experienced family 
historian and photographs compiler);  Tina Crocker who 
has helped during our duty days together; and our Presi-
dent Trish who is a very versatile volunteer. 
LOCAL HISTORY COLLECTION:  The Wollondilly Local His-
tory Archives continue to be used regularly and have 
proved vital resources in such areas as research when  
organising displays, high school and university students 
completing assignments. The cataloguing has been slow 
this year as more support is needed in cutting, pasting and 
filing of materials. Thank you to Pam and Colleen who 
have been helping from time to time. 

TRAINING, DEVELOPMENT AND SHARING THE GOOD 
NEWS:  In May, 2014, it was my absolute pleasure to be 
able to represent our society at the Australian Museums 
& Galleries Conference held in Launceston, Tasmania. It 
was a huge learning experience that helps support my 
roles at our museum. August is Family History Month and 
I was pleased to be able to present a talk on “Solving the 
Mystery of Family History” at our General Meeting. On 
28th August, Doreen and I presented a workshop on “A 
Journey With Apron Strings!” at the Better Practice Con-
ference (Aged Care Workers). In November, Betty and 
Trish, attended the Royal Australian Historical Society 
Conference held at Berrima. They came back with some 
fresh new ideas to share. During October and November I 
completed a Volunteer placement at The State Records, 
Kingswood. This was a wonderful opportunity to experi-
ence many roles that we perform at our museum but on a 
much larger scale. Some of these experiences have been 
taken on board and will be addressed through our Strate-
gic Plan. On the 28th February I attended a RAHS Regional 
seminar at Young. The main theme was looking at the his-
tory of Land Title in New South Wales and gave extra sup-
port to the Family History and Local Archive area at our 
museum. On the 28th March I spoke at the Campbelltown 
Airds Historical Society Meeting to introduce them to 
what our Heritage Centre and Museum is all about. 
Thank you to all volunteers who have helped throughout 
the year in Family history and Local Archives.  Your efforts 
are much appreciated.  
Sue Davis,  Family History and Local Archives  

On our Back to Burragorang Day we received a donation of 
a number of items from Jack Butler. The Butler family oper-
ated the coach service to Burragorang Valley for many 
years. The items are two postcards from Cess Butler to his 
mother in 1917, and a portrait of Cec on a camel in front of 
the Sphinx in Egypt. Cess and his brother Arthur both enlist-
ed in the army in World War One, but while they were on 
the boat going overseas, their father died. Arthur was al-
lowed to leave the army to  return home and run the coach-
ing business. Only problem was he had to pay his own way 
back to Australia!!! Cess went on to serve on the western 
front. The postcard shown has a butterfly made of silk, and 
it’s wings are the flags of the different nations making up 
the allies. A beautiful piece of work, and one which I’m sure 
will be part of our World War One display. (See front page). 
Our thanks to the Butler family for their donation.  
 

 

           by Allen Seymour 

Butlers coach and 
passengers resting at  

Nattai 



 

 

              by Louisa Singleman  

Bus Tours Annual Report 2014-2015 
Over the past twelve months the number of bus tours vis-
iting the Wollondilly Heritage Centre & Museum equaled 58 
which was an average of approximately five per month. In 
total 1,528 people visited the centre on a bus tour giving an 
average of approximately 140 visitors per month. Over 
1,500 scones were ordered from Glenn’s Bakery in The 
Oaks and numerous jars of strawberry jam and bottles of 
cream were purchased as well as over 3,000 slices being 
made by our volunteers. 

I wish to thank our Booking Officer, Maureen Whyte for her 
sterling efforts in taking all the bookings and enquiries and 
Jim Whyte for emailing the bookings to me. 

I also wish to thank our volunteers, too numerous to name 
individually for fear of missing someone, for their efforts on 
the bus tours whether they are serving morning tea, clean-
ing the kitchen, serving in the shop, giving talks or inform-
ing our visitors about the many exhibitions and displays. 

Annual Marking Report May 2014—April 2015 

Marketing the Wollondilly Heritage Centre & Museum is a 
never ending task and by far word of mouth is one of the 
best marketing tools available as well as our website. Mak-
ing use of social media such as Facebook, Twitter and     

Instagram are part of the present technology available to 
market the Centre. With this in mind it is hoped that we 
can attract more visitors by the use of this technology.  

Thanks to Doreen Lyon we are once again registered with 
Destination NSW so this will put the Centre out in the pub-
lic domain. Recent contact with Blair Briggs of Mowbray 
Park Farm Stay and Barry McConville of Pepper Tree Ridge 
B&B has informed us that the Wollondilly Tourism Associa-
tion Inc. (WTAI) is about to embark on an exciting future to 
promote tourism in the shire is hopeful news. 

Over the past year our volunteers have represented the 
Wollondilly Heritage Centre at such events as NAIDOC Day, 
Australia Day, Thirlmere Steam Festival and just recently at 
the IlluminARTe Festival in Picton and Wollondilly Remem-
bers in Thirlmere. These events are a great way of mar-
keting our centre. I wish to thank all our volunteers who  
helped to set up the stalls, sell publications and promote 
the museum. Your help has been invaluable.  

I would also like to thank the Wollondilly Shire Council for 
their assistance at many of these events. I am looking for-
ward to 2015-16 with great excitement as Wollondilly Shire 
becomes the tourism  capital of Greater Sydney.  

 A busy year again, our achievements have included a num-
ber of new acquisitions, improvements to storage and filing.  
With the new plan cabinet and filing cabinets received from 
UWS thanks to Neville Catt, we have moved the area plans 
from the hanging files to the plan cabinet. As these were 
archival location numbers we then added Mosaic numbers, 
cross referenced with photos, relevant location and signifi-
cant information. So far we have entered about 150 plans 
covering Wollondilly areas from 1890 onwards, Camden, 
Picton, Nattai, Cawdor, Gundungura Map of Yeranderrie area 
in 1973, lots for sale at The Oaks in 1908, others with subdi-
visions, military and early real estate for sale plans. Having 
Allen on board with his local knowledge of the area and 
mapping has helped to increase the content entered to Mo-
saic. Some new acquisitions include Lavercombe family pho-
tos in their original pouches (most unusual), Miner’s Minute 
Books from ‘Federation Oakdale Colliery’ 1954 – 1998 & a 
1940 Red Cross poster from Camden Red Cross.  
Next challenge will be recording old newspapers into Mosaic. 
They will remain in the archive room. All these movements 
are for easier researching. Large photos in Store 1 may be 
relocated as well if we find time and space.  
As the Yerranderie Scrolls take up all of one of the two plan 
cabinets in Store 1 and are seldom accessed (they are digital-
ised for researchers in the Archive Room computers), we 

may relocate to other storage boxes in 
Store 1, this will free up the other Plan Cabinet. 
With the WW1 display about to start, a number of loan items 
are starting to come in, which will include memorabilia 
which has to be recorded, photographed and numbered. A 
new temporary loan sheet has been designed to be certain 
each object can be traced and returned to the correct lend-
er.  Allen, Jim Maureen, Trish. 
I would like to acknowledge the work done by the “Boys Out-
side Team” at the centre, not only with those who delivered 
the plan and filing cabinets, set them up, repaired them 
where needed but also the team that built the new Drill Hall 
cabinet, rehung the exit door, painted and maintained the 
property—Kevin Wintle, Peter Lyons, John Hickey, John 
Mainwaring, John Hanger, Ben Lyon and Ray Gill.  We have 
the use of Kevin’s trucks at no cost which is great, not for-
getting Keith Polson from CPE delivering free loads of mulch 
for our gardens which has been spread around the outside 
machinery area and to the gardens.  All working together 
without complaining. 
The future of the centre is looking good as a new, younger 
team is taking on responsibilities which will upgrade and 
modernise if given a chance, the old team can step back 
more in an advisory capacity if required, but allowing new 
ideas to develop.   

           by Jim Whyte 



 

 

              by Louisa Singleman  

Bookings for bus tours have been very low this month 

(April) which can be attributed to Easter and the school 

holidays but I am sure that the group who came along had 

a pleasant and informative time. 

It was also pleasing to have among our visitors a local scout 

group and leader visit the centre. I am sure they were 

pleasantly surprised to see all the exhibitions and infor-

mation which would be able to assist them with their pro-

ject. Thank you to Colleen and June for assisting the scouts 

and hopefully they will pass on to others the value of the 

centre in accomplishing their badges. 

April Marketing Report 

As mentioned in the Annual Marketing Report our volun-

teers were out and about representing the Wollondilly  

Heritage Centre at two local events in the Wollondilly. 

Firstly, the IlluminARTe Festival which was organised by 

the Wollondilly Shire Council. This event was a great suc-

cess due to the wonderful advertising and the hard work of 

those involved especially Rob Moran, the Council Commu-

nity Events Co-ordinator. Thanks to Betty Villy, Jenny and 

Larry Wood, Doreen and Ben Lyon and my grand daughter, 

Gabi Rodrigues who helped to set up and man the stall. 

Your help is greatly appreciated. 

Another successful event was Wollondilly Remembers 100 

Years ANZAC Landing at Gallipoli organised by the Picton, 

Thirlmere, Bargo RSL Sub-Branch. Thanks also to Doreen & 

Ben Lyon and Robyn & Ray Gill who put together a very 

informative photographic exhibition and display. No doubt 

we can look forward to some great photographs taken by 

Robyn on the day. The event was very well attended and 

the remembrance service was quite moving. Noted digni-

taries included Angus Taylor MHR, Jai Rowell MLA, Council-

lor Col Mitchell, Mayor of Wollondilly and several RSL rep-

resentatives.  CHECK ABOVE with Jai Rowells office ???? 

National Trust Festival Saturday, 16th & Sunday 17th May 

The National Trust Festival is held throughout April and 

May each year. This year’s theme is Conflict & Compassion. 

We have decided to revisit our With the Best of Intentions 

exhibition which tells the stories of British children who 

came to Australia under the care of Dr Barnardo’s Homes. 

Many of the children were sent to Mowbray Park Farm 

School. Visitors may also watch the DVD of the same name 

of some of the stories told by the ex-pupils of Mowbray 

Park Farm School. A tour of Mowbray Park Farm Stay is also 

available by contacting them directly on 4680 9243. 

Truckies Reunion Saturday, 2nd May 11am onwards 

This event is being organised by volunteer Ian Welsh. This 

should be a great day for reminiscing and  catching up with 

old friends. Bookings are required. Contact Ian Welsh on 

4681 8079 for further information or to register.   

            by Pacita Alexander  

A welcome addition to the library is Betty Villy’s fasci-

nating account of ‘Medical Care in the Cowpastures’ in 

the nineteenth century in her book The Racing Doctor. 

Her research has uncovered stories of the people who 

administered cures for ailments and diseases, like      

William Kenny, possibly an unqualified doctor, but an 

expert on the race track, and Granny Long, an aboriginal 

healer and mid-wife in the Burragorang Valley. Betty’s 

accounts of the dangerous patent medicines of the time, 

and deadly diseases like tuberculosis and smallpox make 

you realise the courage and endurance of our ancestors. 

A book with an appeal to lovers of Burragorang is Les 

Seibright’s Yerranderie 1975. He grew up in Yerranderie, 

and after thirty years away went back for a nostalgic visit 

in 1975. Not only did he write a brief history, but         

included his poems and wonderful photos. 

Lorna Sparkowski’s book, From Farmers to Firefighters—

75 years of Lakesland Brigade is a record of an integral 

part of living in the Wollondilly region– the constant 

battle against bushfires, and the courageous people who 

volunteer their services. 

And finally in this year of the commemoration of World 

War I, we have the Front Line Dispatches by Nic van 

Oudtshoorn, which covers Australians at war between 

1845-1972. The photos and paintings in this book are 

heart-wrenching.   

FAMILY HISTORY WRITERS & TALKERS GROUP 

Please note the groups next meeting will be held on 20th MAY from 9.30am to 12 noon. At our last 

meeting Enid Roach spoke about life in Tottenham as a child. What an interesting tale!   Doreen Lyon 



 

 

The first inhabitants of the area now known as        
Thirlmere were members of the aboriginal tribe, the 
Gundungurra Tribe. They claimed as their territory the 
land drained by the Warragamba River and all its      
tributaries, a small area in the Bathurst district and 
most of the country now called Wollondilly Shire, the 
Nepean River being their boundary on the east. 
The Dharouk tribe was located on their northern 
boundary, the Tharawal Tribe lived between the Ne-
pean River and the coast between the Cataract River 
and Sydney. 
On the south-eastern side were situated the Wodi-Wodi 
Tribe and to the west, on the other side of the Great  
Dividing Range were the Wiradjuri Tribesmen. 
All these tribes spoke a slightly different dialect, but 
they could understand each other sufficiently to enable 
them to meet at their initiation ceremonies which were 
held annually as a rule. One meeting place was along 
the banks of Myrtle Creek, where the Gundungurra, 
Wodi-Wodi and Tharawal Tribes would meet. Besides 
the initiation ceremonies, girls from the tribes would be 
exchanged as inter-marriage (?) among members of the 
same tribe was not allowed. Some trade in gem stones 
such as rock crystal from the Wollondilly and Cox Riv-
ers would be exchanged with black basalt from the 
Kiama District from which to make their axes. 
The crystals were popular amongst the aboriginals all 
over Australia and were used by medicine men or    
kooradgies to make ‘magic’. Most aboriginal men       
carried a crystal in a bag slung around their neck, this 
bag was called a dilly-bag. 
The lumps of quartzite or ‘lapstones’ were found at the 
head of Myrtle Creek and were hard enough to be used 
to sharpen the basalt axes on. The Sydney natives had 
to use axes of quartzite as they traded with the Dharouk 

Tribe who obtained the stone from Lapstone Hill. The 
quartzite is formed by the action of volcanic action on 
sandstone. Traces of fused ironstone are usually pre-
sent. 
The number of aboriginals of the Gundungurra Tribe 
would not be in excess of 200 at any time and their 
numbers dwindled away till about the year 1900 when 
there were no pure-blooded natives left. The remnant 
of the tribe moved to a reserve set up at La Perouse 
near Sydney where employment was more plentiful 
than locally. 
There is not a record of any of the Gundungurra Tribe 
shot by the white man, but the natives had no immunity 
to many of the white man’s diseases such as small-pox, 
measles, mumps, influenza, clods?, scarlet fever and 
other viruses. 
Their Chief or Headman in 1802 when Ensign Barrallier 
met them was Goondel. He was succeeded by ‘Young 
Bundle’ and the last recognised Chief was Murrengurry 
[Moyengully] who died in 1857. He was buried about 
two and a half miles from Argyle Street, Picton on what 
is now Island Park. Numbers of the tribe used Goulburn 
as their trading outlet and a local Chief called ‘King 
Billy’ held sway in that district. ‘King Billy’ died leaving 
no sons, but his daughter, named ‘Princess Mudra’ by 
the white people, married an American negro named 
Britt. Their only child was ‘Princess Millie’ who married 
first an ex-convict named Tom Simmons and after his 
death a Mr Marley. She left no children so the ‘royal 
line’ became extinct. 
Before the white man came to this country, the Chiefs 
or Headmen were elected and did not descend in the 
hereditary line, something like the early Saxon people 
who elected a King or Chief when the position became 
vacant. …. 

Ancient Thirlmere, NSW 
An extract from an old article by Mr F B Knox—Our thanks to him for his extensive research 

  ANZAC DAY AT THIRLMERE RSL—18TH APRIL  

After a very wet week the members of Thirlmere RSL had done a good job of draining and drying out the grounds 

inside of the marquee for all of the exhibitors, for this we thank them. The morning started around 10:30am with a 

march through Thirlmere. The bands were playing, soldiers were marching, with an array of army trucks and tanks. 

Also some men dressed in WW1 uniforms and a nurse dressed in cape and cap. One of the exhibits was the Roberts 

family displaying their grandfather’s WW1 objects. One object that took my eye was the sight of a rifle. It was nice to 

see the Tharawal Local Aboriginal Land Council marching too.—Ray & Robyn Gill                  Photos by Robyn Gill 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

For the month of MAY 

Saturday, 2nd Sue & Tina 

Sunday, 3rd Maria & Betty 

Saturday, 9th WORKING BEE 

Sunday, 10th Ray & Robyn 

Saturday, 16th Bob & Viv 

Sunday, 17th Trish & Kevin 

Saturday, 23rd Jan & Jenny 

Sunday, 24th Ben & Doreen 

Saturday, 30th Phil & Laurette 

Sunday, 31st Louisa & Doreen 

 
 

2015 
Supper 
Roster  

MONTHLY MEETINGS: The Oaks Historical Society Inc. holds its meetings on the first Monday of each month (except 

January) at the Wollondilly Heritage Centre, 43 Edward Street, The Oaks starting at 7.00pm. Upcoming meetings will be 

held on 4 May (AGM) and 1st June 2015. Our patrons are Mr. Philip Costa and Mr. Richard Booth. The Oaks Historical 

Society Inc. takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the articles, papers or reviews that appear in this newsletter. The 

statements made or opinions expressed are not necessarily those of The Oaks Historical Society Inc. Copies of the Minutes 

are available at the Heritage Centre. 

May AGM Louisa & Marie 

June Doreen & Ben 

July Maureen & Jim 

August Aileen & Pam 

September Shirley & Trish 

October Vivian & Pat Catt 

November Jenny & Pacita 

December All to bring a plate 

A coincidence?    

A TOHS member sent the photo (below) to us. The officer in the centre 
of the photo bears an uncanny resemblance to Lieutenant Colonel Astley 
John Onslow Thompson VD who was featured in our last issue.  
It’s from one of the 2015 Unibic ANZAC biscuit tins. This one was on sale 
at The Oaks post office and has a picture of the post office on the beach 

at Gallipoli. Inside there are two post cards, one is the 
same picture as on the tin, the other is this one. It’s cap-
tioned 1st  division headquarters staff landing at Gallipo-
li.   
It’s great to 
receive a 
response to 
our stories.  
Thanks   

Burragorang Coal 

Truckies Reunion 

Saturday, 2 May 2015 

Open to anyone who was involved in the transpor-

tation of Burragorang Coal – owner drivers, subbies, company drivers, me-

chanics, loader drivers, supervisors etc.  Admission & BBQ is $15 per head 

and doors open at 11am.  Catering does not provide for the serving of alco-

holic beverage, however participants are welcome to provide their own 

drinks. Contact Ian Welsh on 46818079 or Wollondilly Museum. 

BAND REHEARSALS 

PRESTON McINTOSH & 

SHEILA STRAHAN 

WILL BE PRACTISING 

WITH HIS BAND IN 

THE HERITAGE 

CENTRE DRILL HALL 

ON SATURDAYS.   

ALL WELCOME 

National Trust Festival  ‘Conflict & Compassion’ 

With the Best of Intentions 

Stories of British children sent to Mowbray Park Farm School by Dr 

Barnardo’s Homes at Wollondilly Heritage Centre & Museum on Satur-

day, 16th and Sunday, 17th May from 10am to 4pm.   

All welcome 

Significant Anniversary of Tahmoor  
Picton Chamber of Commerce are searching for historical information         

for the upcoming major anniversary of Tahmoor.  

BIO-BANKING WORKSHOP  

on Saturday, 13th June from 10am to 12.30pm at the heritage centre 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     If undelivered, please return to:-  

    The Oaks Historical Society Inc.  

    P O Box 6016 The Oaks NSW 2570 
 
 

REMINDER 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Monday, 4th May 2015 

Membership fees for 2015/16 are now due  

Single $10    Family $18 

 

Please advise us if you would like to receive your newsletter by email 

 


