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On Saturday, 5 September 2015 the Kangaroo Recruitment 
March re-enactment departs from Wagga Wagga on a 36 day, 
520km march to Campbelltown arriving on Saturday, 10     
October 2015.  [We encourage members to participate.] 

Route—Wagga Wagga, Junee, Illabo, Bethungra, Cootamun-
dra, Wallendbean, Galong, Goondah, Binalong, Bowning, 
Yass, Goulburn, Wingello, Bundanoon, Sutton Forest, Moss 
Vale, Mittagong, Picton, Camden, Campbelltown, Petersham, 
ending at The Domain, Sydney. 

Groups of recruits joined from Narrandera, Tumut and Young. 
To retain the march’s country character, no recruits were 
taken on after Campbelltown. This was the longest of the re-
cruiting marches - 350 miles. 

Many of the Kangaroos were allotted to the 55th Battalion, 
which arrived in France in 1916. 

One of the Kangaroos, John Ryan of Tumut, was to receive a 
Victoria Cross. Other awards to marchers included 2 Distin-
guished Conduct Medals and 7 Military Medals. (Source: AWM) 

 

In 1915 recruiting committees were formed in nearly every 
town throughout Australia. In the central west of New South 
Wales a movement began which became known as the 
'Gilgandra snowball'. Under the leadership of WT ('Captain 
Bill') Hitchen, 20 or so men who had determined to enlist 
started off to march to Sydney. Gathering other recruits along 
the way, they numbered about 300 by the time they reached 
Sydney. This was known as the Coo-ee March. 

Their example was soon followed by other marches from 
around New South Wales and Queensland: the Waratahs, 
Kangaroos, Wallabies, Dungarees, Men from Snowy River, 
Kurrajongs, Kookaburras, Central West Boomerangs and 
North Coast Boomerangs. They relied on the support of the 
communities they passed through, which was often enthusi-
astic. The total number of men involved was about 1,500. 

R.J. Dade – Kangaroo 
An 18 year old labourer living at Alpine near Colo Vale with 
his mother Mary Dade, Roy James Dade had lost his father 
James at an early age.  He joined the Kangaroos and enlisted 

at Goulburn (#1642). As with many other Kangaroos he sailed 
on the Ceramic in April 1916. The young man found the disci-
pline difficult and began a number of ‘Absent Without Leave’ 
episodes while still in camp in Australia.  In France his pay was 
forfeited a number of times for this offence. Roy also had 
bouts of illness and was hospitalised in November 1916 and 
March 1917.  In May 1917 he suffered a gunshot wound to 
the hand and was hospitalised for treatment before returning 
to the front line. Dade absconded on other occasions in 
France, but managed to represent his Corps in a Boxing Tour-
nament in November 1918. He completed his time of duty 
and was returned to Australia on board the Beltana in 1919, 
though suffered gastritis during the voyage. Like many of the 
other returned Kangaroos, men without trade such as labour-
ers found employment difficult during the depression years. 
In 1935 Roy requested duplicate papers and medal to assist in 
his search for work. For a time he lived in the Taree area. 
Roy James Dade enlisted in World War II as a Sergeant in 21 
Works Company.  He died in 1970 in Wauchope.  ***** 

Our appreciation to Dahlis Evans for her diligence in compiling 
this story.  Sources: www.nsw.gov.au ; www.aif.adfa.edu.au ; 
www.naa.gov.au ; The Kangaroo March by Sherry Morris and 
Harold Fife. 

Recruiting Marches 1915-1916 

The Kangaroos marching to Sydney, December 1915. H16093 

http://www.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/
http://www.naa.gov.au/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/H16093
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/H16093


 

 

August has seen the winter chills take its toll on our volunteers with many suffering from colds and flu. This saw 
some of us doing extra shifts because we had a busy period with bus group bookings - so well done Louisa - it all 
worked out.  With the onset of spring I hope everyone is recovering and feeling much better.  
Mid August, Ray, Allen and I attended a Museums & Galleries NSW Standards Workshop at Trainworks, Thirlmere.  
Tamara Lavrencic and Margot Stuart-Smith spoke about conservation and Work Health and Safety while Rebecca 
Jones encouraged us to look at our community, collaboration and change. The day proved a valuable experience and 
good to liaise with other museums which reflected how fortunate we are to have our dedicated volunteers.  
Last week Wollondilly Council General Manager Luke Johnson, staff and councillors visited the Museum. The evening 
was very relaxed and we had the opportunity to showcase our facility and take Council for a look behind the scenes. 
Sue gave an overview of our functions with her presentation and we completed the evening with a tour of the main 
building and archives. 
We were successful in our community grant application for $3,000. Well done Doreen, we’ll now have storyboards 
for our new exhibition in November. Our thanks to Rob Moran and the Community Grants team at Council. 
And for your calendar, a reminder our Christmas party this year is the second Saturday in December, the 12th. 
Eileen O’Brien has not been well of late and we wish her a speedy recovery.  

          by Trish Hill 

VOLUNTEER 

PROFILE — 

PHILIP 

HUGHES 
Interview by Mick Starr 2014 

 

Philip was born in the War Memorial Hospital, Waverly, 

the son of Ron and Hazel Hughes. Philip’s father was an 

engineer who had established his works at Oakdale that 

catered to the local mines as they expanded and increased 

production during the 1960s. They also worked an orchard 

as well as the engineering works. 

Philips primary schooling was at Oakdale Public School. 

From there he went on to complete his Intermediate 

Certificate at Hurlstone ‘Agricultural College. After leaving 

school Philip was apprenticed to his father and gained his 

trade certificate as a fitter and turner in 1968. He then 

entertained thoughts about entering the mining industry.  

On 1st September 1969 he was successful and commenced 

work at Brimstone No.1, a new colliery owned by Clutha 

Development becoming a mechanic on dog watch. 

In 1972 Philip married Laurette and settled in Oakdale and 

began raising their family of three children. They currently 

have six grandchildren. 

Over a period of 30 years in Brimstone No.1 Colliery, Phil 

worked on most mining equipment available to the 

underground industry at that time and all types of roof 

supporting machines as well as numerous of pumps 

necessary to keep the mine operational.  

Philip well remembers the good times as well as the 

struggles and tough times that all mine workers experience 

during the course of their mining careers caused by 

downturn in coal demand, difficult physical conditions, coal 

owners undercutting for market share as well as ownership 

changes. 

He comments on the changes that occurred in the colliery 

due to accidents in the 1970s that finally made the mine 

safer for all who worked there, and the leading role played 

to achieve this by the Combined Mining Unions members 

at the site. 

Philip also spent many years as a volunteer in the Oakdale 

Voluntary Bush Fire Brigade, and for those that know the 

area realise what a necessary unit it is when the summer 

months approach.  

Philip spends his time now with his main interests being his 

veteran and vintage cars that are a sight to behold, as he 

carries out all his restoration work. 

He is also a long serving volunteer member of The Oaks 

Historical Society contributing in the intense early 

construction period of the centre, as well as his community 

work at the Oakdale Men’s Shed. 

His expertise is sought after by those interested and 

engaged in machinery rebuilding and vehicle restoration. 

Phil is a great worker and held in high esteem by his work 

mates and the community in which he serves and resides. 

 

An edited extract from They Worked on the Burragorang 

Valley Coalfields  compiled by Mick Starr 

  



 

 

        by Sue Davis Family Historian/Archivist 

              by Louisa 

We are very pleased to be having more and more re-
search requests coming through our website. A recent 
request came from Lloyd Allen who was a student at 
Nattai Public School between 1968 and 1973. He is won-
dering if anyone knows about the time capsule that was 
buried during that time or any other history about the 
school. Please let me know if you can help with further 
information about Nattai Public School. 

In the latest National Trust NSW Magazine there is infor-
mation about a tour of historic Joadja Township, South-
ern Highlands. It is not often open and this would be a 
wonderful experience. The tour is on Sunday, 11 October, 
meeting at 10am.  Bookings are essential with Sue Barnes 

on 02 48624435. At its peak around 1890 some 1,200 
people, mainly Scottish migrants, lived in Joadja and 
worked in the valley’s shale mining and processing indus-
try. Shale production ceased in 1904. The tour will involve 
travel in special ‘people movers’ to view the results of 
major conservation of the site in 2014, with a guided tour 
including 6 cottages, 3 chimney stacks, the township and 
it surroundings. Also included is a BBQ lunch and a visit to 
the whisky distillery built by the previous owner. 

Happy searching! 

Sue Davis 

Family History and Archives Research 

What started out to be a quiet month ended up being very 
busy with nine bus tours visiting our wonderful museum. 
It was lovely to host a meeting of the Camden Garden 
Club as well as the Camden War Widows group headed by 
Joan Roberts. Then we had a group from the Wesley 
Mission and the Moorebank Active Seniors who had spent 
two hours in traffic due to an accident on the freeway. 
They were certainly ready for a cuppa. 

The past five days of August have been very busy with the 
Retired Girl Guides Workers enjoying a bit of history, the 
Mary Q Walkers strolling in and a group from Legacy. 
Monday 31st will be our last group from Oran Park Probus 
motoring into The Oaks. 

We have had quite a few volunteers come down with the 
dreaded flu so we wish them a speedy recovery and to 
those who pitched in and helped, a big “thank you”. 
 

Marketing Report  

Australian Tourism Solutions (ATS) have arranged an 
afternoon with the IT students at the Parramatta Campus 

of the University of South West Sydney to explore ways to 
market Wollondilly Shire electronically by looking at the 
possibility of developing APPS to send to mobile phones to 
encourage more visitors to the Museum. ATS is predicting 
a large increase in the visitors to Wollondilly over the next 
two years. 
 

Movie Night 

Saturday, 26th September at 6pm 
“Sentimental Bloke” 
Entry by donation to the Building Fund. 
A light supper will be served. 
 

Light Horse Brigade 

The Macarthur Light Horse Brigade will attend the opening 
of The Boys from Burragorang and Beyond in WWI 
Exhibition on Sunday, 8th November. They will be in 
uniform and bring a static display. Their attendance at this 
event will be a highlight so don’t forget to bring your 
cameras.  

August Bus Tours 

 

Ben Lyon went to Wollondilly Council offices on the evening of 26th 

August to receive confirmation of our community grant of $3,000 to 

complete the storyboards for our WWI exhibitions.  He is seen here 

with Deputy Mayor Councillor Simon Landow. 



 

 

Albert Nurse gave his address as ‘Tonalli, Mill Street, 

Carlton, Sydney, when he enlisted for WW1. He left 

Sydney 26/6/15 at 5pm by the “Berrima” arrived Mel-

bourne 27/6/1915 leaving again 30/6/15 in calm weather. 

He arrived at Suez 25/7/15 then took train to Cairo and 

marched to camp at Heliopolis on August 5th he joined      

the 4th Field Engineers  attached to the 5th Brigade and 

commented “Field Engineers better than Infantry” – he 

also said that his book was 

‘taken away in a black kit bag 

so he will have to write from 

memory’. They had one 

month training before leav-

ing for Alexandria on the 

Knight Templar arriving on 

Lemnos Island on September 

10th, staying for a week and 

enjoying swimming “that just 

suited me!” On August 14th 

they sailed to Gallipoli on 

the “Osmania” arriving at 

10pm on 15th and he ob-

served “it was that dark could 

not see any land only spurts of 

fire from the bursting shells on 

Acti-Barba and Gaba-tepa; also 

from rifles on the hills. One 

man was wounded from a 

spent bullet. Landed about 

1am and camped at Anzac 

Cove.” The next morning Albert was surprised to see 

dugouts all over the side of the hill and that the sides 

were very steep. At nine o’clock they set off for an   

offensive position in the firing line and Albert comment-

ed, “made acquaintance with Beachy Bill the Turk’s shrapnel 

gun at Gaba-tepa, curiously watching the shells blast – not 

knowing the danger – but we very soon did!”. They were 

marched up Shrapnel Gully into Wire Gully to take over 

trenches and soon got used to the shells and bullets 

passing overhead. On September 3rd they charged a 

mine and Sapper Baldwin was hurt by gas explosion and 

Sapper   Hardy wounded by Beachy Bill while ‘throwing 

rations at the A.S.C in White Gully”. 

On October 10th two officers were gassed and three 

men killed and the next day Major Newcombe told 

them to dig in    because they were expecting some big 

shells. Albert commented “No shells come but snow does 

and makes things a bit cold. The Turks bombarded Lone 

Pine with 11 inch, 10 inch and 9.2 shells, wrecking our 

trenches completely. Casualties about 200 men most of 

which were buried whilst in the tunnels for shelter. Our    

section is sent round to Lone Pine 

to help clean up the trenches.  

Had very close call with bombs 

and machine gun while working 

there”. On December 5th they 

heard a rumour that they were 

to evacuate but carried on 

charging mines, ‘working 18 

hours per day tamping them’. 

Then on December 15th they 

were given instructions to pack 

up and be ready to leave. Albert 

was disappointed as he wanted 

to stay to the finish. He        

described the evacuation: 

“Down on the beach waiting for 

the transport, everything quiet, not 

even Beachy firing.” On board 

‘Hetonic’ and take a last look at 

Anzac. Glad to get away but sorry 

for the men that had fought and 

died there”. They were camped 

back on Lemnos and finding a bit monotonous after  

Anzac until they celebrated Christmas and new year     

before being shipped on the ‘Simla’ to Alexandria in  

January and training at Moashen camp where they had a 

good time swimming and sports.  

After two months training and getting ready for France 

they left in June and had a pleasant sail in good weather 

with good food. They landed in Marseilles and were em-

ployed repairing trenches near Armentieres and other 

places including Bullecourt, “a pretty warm corner” and La 

Boiselle.  

CONTINUED …… ► 

By Doreen Lyon 

With thanks to Maria Pozza for her advice and assistance 

Information transcribed from an original diary in the Yerranderie archives collected by Val 

Lhuede and donated to the Wollondilly Heritage Centre at The Oaks 



 

 

Sapper Albert E 

NURSE No. 4174 

Continued ……   

 

In August 1918 he 

was part of a working party building a 

new artillery road in a ‘hot corner’ at 

night under lots of shelling; several 

casualties including one officer. On 

August 10th Albert was sent up to 

Poziers but had to return due to 

heavy shelling. ‘Fritz’s guns got on to a 

bomb store”.  They tried several times 

to repair damage to trenches and 

roads but suffered casualties from the 

shells. In September they were at 

Longueville and started to put up huts 

before the winter set in. It was al-

ready very cold and by November the 

first snow fell. Then the camp was 

shelled so they had to move again. 

They were working on repairing the 

roads and up to their knees in mud at 

Byzantines.  On Christmas day they 

had a half day holiday and received 

comforts. “Didn’t do too bad for tucker” 

said Albert.   

In January he had three weeks leave 

in England before returning to France 

and was sent to Albert to start work-

ing on tunnels outside Flors. January 

and February saw them moving from 

camp to camp until at Bafaume the 

Town Hall was blown up and they 

were called out to dig out men buried 

in the debris. They dug out 3 officers, 

alive, and three men who were 

crushed. During April and May they 

moved around repairing roads and 

trenches. General Birdwood re-

viewed the 4th Division on May 10, 

presenting medals. On May 12 Albert 

wrote “Company Sports; our section 

wins the tug of war”! 

During June they were in Romarin on 

the Belgian border and Albert’s last 

entry in his diary reads “17/6/1917 

sent off to N.C.O training school for 

training Field Engineers” …… He was 

killed in action on 11th July in France 

aged 21 years.  

Masonic Brethren 
Who Served in 

WWI 
From p.28 & p.29 of a booklet compiled 

by David Squirrell to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Masonic Lodge in 

Picton —                    A History of Lodge 
Picton by David Squirrell 

 

An investigation into the origin of the 
old honour board in the Northeast cor-
ner of the temple and the brethren 
whose names are inscribed upon it. 

The honour board is inscribed “Lodge 
Picton No.258. Roll of Honour”. There are five names inscribed on it. 
One needs to use a torch to discern the tarnished gold lettering, but 
the names are as listed below in order. All of my queries to our histo-
rians and other knowledgeable brothers only give me the impression 
they are guessing.   

This same board appears in a photograph of lodge members hanging 
in the temple and although the photograph is supposed to have been 
taken in 1910, I have good reason to believe it was more likely taken 
in 1916. In this photograph there are three names on the board. The 
last two were added at a later date. 

T C PHILIP—Thomas Crawford Phillip was the fifty-first brother to sign the 

By-Laws Book. No service record has been found and more research is re-

quired. 

A GEARIE—Private Alfred Gearie, a farmer of Railway Avenue, Picton, joined 

the AIF on 18/2/1916. with a service number of 2409 he embarked on HMAT 

Aeneas on the 3/11/1916, attached to the 55th Infantry Battalion. He does 

not appear on any official roll of honour, so we may, at this stage, assume he 

returned alive. 

C H CLARK—Private Cecil Herbert Clark, a painter of Rozwelle, whose 

mother lived in Picton, joined the AIF on the 11/9/1916. With a service number 

of 2883 he embarked on HMAT Afric on the 3/11/1916, attached to the 59th 

Infantry Battalion. He was killed in action on August 15th 1918 and is buried 

in France. 

S GRANT—The general consensus is that this brother was not related to Sax-

by Grant. No service record has been found. He was the forty-second signature 

in the By-Laws Book. More research is required. 

E L PARRY—Captain Dr Edward Lloyd Davenport Parry, a medical practition-

er of Five Dock, joined the AAMC on the 23/7/1917.  With a Pay Book num-

ber of 503383 he embarked on HMAT Ayrshire on the 15/9/1917. As he does 

not appear on any official roll of honour and re-signed the By-Laws Book, we 

may assume he returned from that conflict alive. 

Dr Davenport Parry was the foundation Immediate Past Master and was the 

second brother to sign the By-Laws Book. 

A Nurse Parry is listed on the honour roll on the wall of the Picton Soldiers Hall. 

Is this lady related to our Brother Parry? 

Rather than a list of brethren who lost their lives in that great conflict, 
the names on this board appear to be a list of masons who enlisted to 
give their service to their country.   

The conception of a Lodge. Young Fred 

Ryder, Arthur Edwards and John Henry 

Eagles on Barkers Lodge Road, Picton 



 

 

Burragorang Valley near Picton in 1879—a painting by J H Carse (Australia, Scotland circa 1818-1900) 

Gift of Miss Phyllis M Brown 1968 to the Art Gallery of NSW (Accession No. OA2.1968) 

Recently we had a 

representative 

from the Art 

Gallery of NSW 

visit the centre 

enquiring after 

photographs of the 

road into 

Burragorang to 

compare with their 

original artist 

impression below.   

THE ROUTE THROUGH WOLLONDILLY …... 

The Kangaroo March Committee is comprised of 

volunteer citizens who live adjacent to the route of the 

1915 recruiting march.  

Their mission is to pay tribute to those local diggers 
recognising their contributions and sacrifices for the WWI 
cause of freedom and to the families, especially mothers, 
who were left grieving in Australia in consequence of that 
war. Also to help communities along the route 
commemorate the 36 days of the March and to motivate 
the children of the cities, towns and villages along the 
route and to inform the broader community of a 
memorable event of our collective past. 

COLO VALE—Tuesday, 6 October—240 school students 
will wave flags and welcome the march into Colo Vale 
after the circuitous back road from Mittagong through 
Braemar. 

Students will remember those diggers of a century ago 
with individual tales of 2 or 3 WWI soldiers at the 
recently opened Memorial in front of the Colo Vale 
Community Hall with a sausage sizzle for the marchers. 

Then it’s off northwards through the cutting (the old 
railway line) to our next overnight stop at Hill Top. 

HILLTOP—Tuesday, 6 October— final night in the 
Highlands, Day # 32, camp near the school. There are 
plans to use a safe route to Balmoral by way of the old 
disused railway track. 

BALMORAL—Wednesday, 7 October Day #33 —the 
descent into the Sydney basin, we hope to have morning 
tea in Balmoral Village. 

BUXTON—Lunch for the marchers is proposed to be 
located in Buxton. 

COURIDJAH— aim to have afternoon tea here in 
Wollondilly. 

THIRLMERE—Home of the famous Railway Museum. 
Camp overnight with contribution from Trainworks – We 
break camp and next day we are Camden bound. Brief 
sojourn in the Wollondilly Shire concludes. 

The Original March:  What Happened 

At Thirlmere the march was divided into two sections. 
One section marched on to The Oaks for lunch and then 
continued onto Camden where they spent the 
night.  The other section marched to Douglas Park via 
Picton. 

PICTON—Thursday, 8 October—Almost down the hill 
into Sydney basin. Morning tea in picturesque in Picton. 

CAMDEN—-Friday, 9 October—Our second last night on the 
road. After staying near the town we will depart slightly 
from the original route to minimise potential for traffic 
disruption, and keep us safe from excessive traffic. We head 
South East through Camden Park Estate, then across to 
Menangle Park. 

The march concludes at Campbelltown on 10 October. 

 

Contact Rhondda Vanzella OAM on 0427 019754 or media@kangaroomarch.org.au   
to find out how you can participate along the route in our shire. 

Wagga Wagga to Campbelltown (5 Sep to 10 Oct 2015) 



 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday, 5 WORKING BEE 

Sunday, 6 Vivian & Bob 

Saturday, 12 Pacita & Kathy 

Sunday, 13 Trish & Kevin 

Saturday, 19 Sue & Tina 

Sunday, 20 Ben & Doreen 

Saturday, 26 Colleen & June 

Sunday, 27 Robyn & Ray 

Saturday, 3 Oct Jim & Maureen 

Sunday, 4 Oct  Louisa & Doreen 

Monday, 5 Oct Vivian & Bob 

 
 

2015 
Suppers 

MONTHLY MEETINGS: The Oaks Historical Society Inc. holds its meetings on the first Monday of each month (except 

January) at the Wollondilly Heritage Centre, 43 Edward Street, The Oaks starting at 7.00pm. Upcoming meetings will be 

held on 5 October & 2 November 2015. Our patrons are Mr. Philip Costa and Mr. Richard Booth. The Oaks Historical 

Society Inc. takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the articles, papers or reviews that appear in this newsletter. The 

statements made or opinions expressed are not necessarily those of The Oaks Historical Society Inc. Copies of the Minutes 

are available at the Heritage Centre. 

September Shirley & Trish 

October Vivian & Pat   

November Jenny & Pacita 

December All to bring a plate 

Classics at Picton Inc 

presents  

The Mirabella Trio 

Hanae McLean   Clarinet 

Kayoko Nishiwaki   Piano 

 Sayaka Eguchi   Violin 

SUNDAY, 13 SEPTEMBER             
at 1.30PM 

 

Shire Hall Menangle Street, Picton 

Admission $20 at the door—Students & children no charge 

Includes afternoon tea 

Enquiries John 0246771331 or  Geraldine 0246810768 
 

FINAL CONCERT FOR THE YEAR  

Sunday October 25
th

  

GUEST SPEAKERS   

SEPTEMBER— Allen Seymour (photo 

albums of local trains, planes, 

automobiles and important happenings) 

OCTOBER—Mick Pearsall from 

Narellan LAC   TBC 

RESEARCH FEES 

$10 if researching in person 

$15 if  WHC volunteers 

research for an enquiry 

$20 for commercial/professional 

researchers including members 

Payment includes ten (10) photocopies.  

Conditions apply in all areas  

Researchers are required to make an 

appointment subject to: 

 availability of personnel,  

 resources and computers,  

 consideration of hours required and 

exchange of information 

BUS TOUR BOOKED OUT 

Wed. 18 November 2015 

Female Factory & Old Government House 

PARRAMATTA 

A fund raising event for our building 
extension 

 HISTORY WEEK 

5-13 September  
 

War, Nationalism & 

Identity 

In 2015 the theme of 

History Week will focus 

on the history of nation 

building, nationalism and 

national identity as the 

products of both peaceful 

and violent processes, 

focussing on generals and 

politicians, constitution 

makers and 

revolutionaries. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

The Oaks Historical Society Christmas Party will be 

held on Saturday, 12 December 2015 at 6pm 


